DOWNHAM MARKET

NEW BASE: Downham Youth Project manager Ben Hyde outside the hut on Howdale Rood.

Youth project set to
open social centre

Youngsters in a West Norfolk town
will soon be able to enjoy a new
facality to relax, socialise and learn
new sLlls.’

For years the Downham Youth
Project has hired rooms to run after
school clubs and evening youth cafis
to get the town's youngsters off the
streets.

But now project manager Ben Hyde
and his team are preparing to open a
mrmanent base, opposite the

wdale Communti;:y ue,&
teenagers to access the internet,
games and meet with friends.

Mr Hyde said: “The project started
hm%:;::i:-;mm tbclr:
wasn'ta ing oa for young peop!
in the w.g’m there were fears
about youngsters causing antisccial
behavicar.

“The town council provided funding
for two part-time youth workers for
sixmonﬁandwc: t the time
building up relaticnships with many

young le.

“We m got funding for another
three years and the project has grown
wbeahlemmtgrwtmnydiﬂ’eml
young people through the different

of the project’s work.
he only trouble we had was
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having to hire 2 room once a week
because we didn't have a permanent
base, so we are deli to have this
building and I think it s really going
to help us.”

The youth hut on Howdale Road,
close to Downham Market High
School, will not be fully operational
until next moath.

When it i.;l :cfﬁsi“:lly opened

wi able to an
mnﬁzrmxhod cdub on Mond:;zo
3pm to Spm and an mnug?yomh
café on Tuesday evenings from 7.30pen
ho9.3i)rm.
O(Mr ydeomumned.'bo : “There is a lot
negativity about youngsters on
street cnrncrys in Da',:ham Market
which is quite unfair because there
are limited places they can go to and

“With all this negativity aimed at
them, we are hoptlz.t’o give them
involved in a pursue their
interests.

“Once we have this hut up and

ing, the can use our

internet e, play against their
friends in the games room or just sit

in the lounge area and chill cut. We
are hoping the youngsters will see
this as a mce, friendly place that they
can meet their fri to relax for
free, go 31 the int»ern:;md. mare
r.mﬁrtz.n see it as a safe space.

“ themomc’ nt we will onl*bc
ot e

one eve
dn{?:r 15- to 18-yearolds. ¥

“But we are trying to get extra
funding - around £1680,000 - to get a
full-time team working to
have three after schoal clubs and
maybe three youth clubs every
week.”

He added: “We will be especially
pushing for 11. and 12.yearolds to
come 50 we can get them in and
support them throughout their

school

Mr H said also wants to
cxpandthcpn?;:l' 's of pupils
at Downham High mbyﬂgms
able to offer one-to-cae support for up
to 12 eTs.

He also said be wanted to continue
the recentlylaunched young parents
support project and explore
running specific interest-based
projects as IJ tuition with the



